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EFZERS Mayor. -* 1 


Martis x2 die Aprilis 1716. Annoq; 
Regni Regis GEORGII Magne © 
Britannie, &c. Setundo. 


"TT is Order'd, That the Thanks of this Court 
be given to the Reverend Dr. Boulter, Arch- 
Deacon of Surrey), for his Sermon Preach'd be- 
fore this Court, and the Governours of the ſeve- 
ral Hoſpitals of this City, at the Pariſ Church 
of St. Bridget, on Wedneſday in Eaſter Week laſt; 
and that he be deſired t. Print the ſame. | 
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Hl. X. . 


nd let us conſider one another to pro- 


abe unto love, and to good Works. 


HE Duties of Love and Benefi- 
cence here enjoyned by the A- 


poſtle are of that perpetual and 
neceſſary Obligation, that in a 


dibourſcdetind to recommend the practiſe 


of 3 it will be of little or no advan- 


to us to enquire what was the parti- 
ar ſtate of the Church of the Hebrews 


3 this Epiſtle was wrote to them, and 
what views relating to their Circamſtances 
the Apoſtle might have in giving them this 
Admonition in the Text: Since whether 
the Affairs of our Church and Nation are 


in a ſettled and peaceable Conditibn, or 
perplex'd with Factions and Animoſities, 


Whether we are in a flouriſhing or adverſe 
State, it will ſtill be incumbent on us, ac- 


cording to the Advice of the Apoſtle, to 
ok cCconſider 


"443. 


eonſider one another to e e unto L ove and 
to good Worts. 2 


In ſpeaking to Which Words, 1 ha! 
obſerys che fo lowing, Marine.” e 


. U 
8 A cz 


I. 1 ſhall make a previous reals 
or two from the Text. 


II. I ſhall conſider the main Daties here 
recommended to Our Practiſe, love 
and good Works,” with ſome Motives 


to encourage us to perform them. * 


And ſhall afterwards make ſome Appli- 
cation of what has been ſaid to the preſent | 
Occaſion. ' | 
And 1, Iam to make 2 previous Obſer- 
| vation or two from the Text. 

'F Now the firſt thing I obſerve is, Sik 
the Apoſtle thinks it is not enough for us 
to do our own Duty, except we endeavour 
likewiſe to engage others to do theirs, Pro- 
voke one another unto love and to goed Works. 
By which the Apoſtle does not mean the 
hypocritical Exhortations or Admonitions 
of one, who at the fame time is negligent 

of his Duty himſelf, whilſt he is exciting 
others to perform "their part; either to 
throw off ſome of that Burden upon them, 
that might otherwiſe light upon himſelf, 
0 


„ e# «md 

or by the ſhew of ſo much Concern in the 
Cauſe of Virtue and Religion to raiſe in o 
thers an Opinion of his great Attainments 
in Piety and Goodneſs. But he would 
have ſuch as are faithfully and fancerely la- 
bouring to diſcharge their own: Duty, try 
by what Methods they can, to ſtir up others 
to the like Practice. Now one of the moſt 
effectual ways of recommending Virtue to 
others, is by ſetting them a good Example 
in our Life and Converſation; this is the 
beſt Proof that whatever Arguments we 


urge to others to influence them, are by 
our ſelves believ'd to be true and to have 


weight enough to work on their Minds, 
ſince they may ſee they have had their ef 

fects on ours. Whilſt on the contrary, a 
wicked Man can with but an ill Face preſs - 
others to be Holy, and with ſmall Hopes 
of Succeſs; ſince the bad Courſe of his Life 
makes it more probable that he has ſome 

by-end to be ſerv'd by ſuch Exhortations, 
than that he is ſeriouſly concern'd for the 
advancement of Holineſs in the World: 
and ſtill what he is about appears more pre-. 
poſterous, if he is ſetting Men on thoſe 


Virtues which he remarkablywants himſelf; 
if one Quarrelſom and Contentious and a 
ſower of Diſcord, ſhall exhort others ta 
Peace and Union if one who allows _ 

| elf 
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ſelf in Riot and Exceſs, ſhall adviſe others 


to Temperance and Sobriety. The Admo- 


nitions of ſuch Perſons are more apt to 


harden Men in their Sins, than reclaim 
them from their evil Ways. But where 
we have in our ſelves the requiſite Qualifi- 


cation of 'a good Example, we ſhould do 


dur utmoſt to engage others to join with 
us in the Practice of Virtue. And this we 

Hall be inchn'd to do both out of Zeal for 
the Glory of God, which is beſt promoted 
by Numbers living agreeably to his Will 
and Precepts; and out of Love to our 
Neighbour, whoſe Intereſt, both Tempo- 
ral and Eternal, is beſt ſecur'd by the Rig! - 


teouſneſs of his Life. 


The ſecond Thing I ſhall obſerve here, 


is, That the Apoſtle would have us uſe our 


beſt Prudence in the Methods we take to 
engage others in the Performance of their 
Duty. Conſider one another, to provoke unto 
Love, and to good Works, He would not 


Have us ſet about this good Employment 


raſhly, and as it happens, but ſtudy and 
weigh in what Manner and by what Me- 
thods we are moſt likely to ſucceed 1n it. 
And here, from the Variety of Perſons and 
Circumſtances, will ariſe great Variety in 
the Management of a prudent Perſon. 
FE — beth There - 
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There are ſome Virtues that it will bs 
more proper to urge ſome Men to than 
others, eitller as they are moſt deficient or 
negligent in them, or as they have greater 
Eapacities of excelling in them; there is 
little need of provoking Men to thoſe good 
Works in which they are already diligently 
employ'd, and it will be to no purpoſe to 
ſtir them up to ſuch Things as they have 
not the Abilities to accompliſh. 


Again there are certain Seaſons, that 
ſhould mark out to us what Virtues more 
particularly to excite our N es to. 
In Times of general Want an | Poverty, 
he ſhould be 'more than ordinarily preſt to 
help others out of his Plenty in a larger 
Meaſure than at other Times. In Times 
of great Heats and Diviſions, and when 
Men are exaſperated one againſt another, 
mutual Forbearance and univerſal Good- 
Will are moſt to be urg'd. 


Again there is great room for Conſide- 
Tation in the Choice of the Arguments to 
be us'd with Perſons to engage them to 
their Duty. In the Beginnings of Virtue 
the diſmal and ruinous Conſequences of 
Sin are uſually of moſt Weight; as Men 
advance more in Virtue, the Greatneſs of 
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the Heavenly ' Reward promis'd in the 
Scriptures: works 4 with them. Some 
are more frighted with the Deformity of 
Vice, others more charm'd with the Beau- 
ties of Virtue : Some are moſt wrought up- 


1 
2 A 
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on by the good Character and Reputation 


attending any Duty; others by the Advan- 


ths accruing, from it to themſelves or 
NETS. WONT 


And to obſerve but one Thing tnore; 
no Man is at all times in the ſame Hu- 


mour, and wrought upon by the ſame 


Motives. But at ſome Seaſons the fame 
— will quietly ſubmit to Reproofs and 
Expoſtulations, that at another will ſcarce 
bear a gentle Admonition. So that the 
Tempers of Men at different Times muſt 
be obſerv'd if we would be ſucceſsful in 
our Endeavours to provoke them to the 
Practice of Virtue. 


Now from what has been faid, we may 


be ſatisfy'd what 2 4 room there is for 


Prudence and Conſideration in the Me- 
thods we take to engage or improve others 
in Holineſs. Since for want of ſuch Cau- 
tion, we may be perſwading them to what 


they have not a Capacity for, or to practiſe 


ſome Virtue at an unſcaſonable Time, or 


by 
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by improper Arguments, or at a Time 


hen they are not diſpoſed to receive 
zem, and ſo are more likely to provoke 
r ſelves than provoke them 
GAS. %%% 


I come now to the Second general Head 

propos d to be ſpoke to, the main Duties 
here recommended to our Practice, Love 
and good Works, with ſome Motives to en- 
courage us to perform them: —— 


Now of theſe Love is the Fountain from 


whence good Works ſhould plentifully flow; 


good Warks are the genuine Product bf Love 


| Where it is ſincere : So that had the Apo- 


{tle only mention d Love, yet he would 
have imply'd in it good Works; but he men- 
tions both to hinder any one from impo- - 
{ing on and flattering themſelves that they 
truly lov'd their Neighbour where they 
were deficient in good Works to him. 


And 1. Let us conſider the Love here 
recommended to us by the Apoſtles 


Now the Love of our Neighbour conſiſts 


in a kind Diſpoſition and Affection towards 


him, inclining us to wiſh well to his Per- 


_ The 


{on and promote his Intereſt. 
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and purſue our own Welfare and Happi- 
neſs. Now ſince we are commanded to 
love our Neighbour as our ſelves, the leaſt 
that can be imply'd in that Command is 
that we ſhould as truly and fincerely deſire 


* 
4 


the Good of our Neighbour as we do our 


own, tho” not ta the fame Degree, or where 


it abſolutely interferes with our own- Wel- 
Rs and Preſervation. Now as. there.can 
e 


be no Love where there is an entire Con- 


tempt of à Man's Perſon, the loweſt De- 
gree of Love due to our Neighbour is ſuch 


an Eſteem of hitn as, to think he has cer. 


tain Rights going along with Human Na- 
ture it ſelf that ought no more to be in- 


vaded by us, than we ſhould be willing 


to have our Rights invaded by others: 
and the not allowing him this is a degra- 
ding him below Humanity, by denying 
him thoſe common Privileges attending it. 
Now as theſe - Rights, if our Neighbour 
have any ſuch, mult extend not only to his 


_ Perſon, but to every thing juſtly belonging 


to him, his good Name, and his Poſſeſſi- 
ons, this lower Degree of Love will pre- 


vent our doing him any Miſchief either as 


to his Body, his Character, or his Goods, 
'] and 


 . The Love of our ſelves is that Principle” 
planted in us whereby we conſtantly feek” 
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and will ſet us on endeavouring to repair 
any Damage we may have done him, of 
any ſort; and it will not only hinder our 
injuring him our ſelves, but likewiſe re. 
ſtrain all ill Will againſt him, all Rancouji 
and Malice, all, Envy at his Profpericy, al 
wiſhing that any Hurt may befal him, c 
rejoycing when it does. This is the lowe 

Degree of Love we can have for our Neigh- 
bour, if we may give the Name of. Love to 
what is moſt properly the juſt not 1 1 
him; and yet ſuch; 15. the Wickedneſs oj 

Mankind, that the World would be muc 

happier and eaſier than it is, if the greate 

part were but. in © good a, Dilpolition dt 
Mind towards each other 25.0, bear ons 

another no direct ill Will. 


N bur ro be bid Prop gh. te long ot 
Neighbour, we muſt go farther, and poſi- 
tively wiſh and ſeek his Good: and this 
Love will branch it ſelf out into as various 
Kinds of good Offices as we are able to do 
for him. We may be ſerviceable to him 
by aſſiſting him in the acquiring that 
Knowledge that is of uſe to him in the 
Conduct of his Life, by helping him to break 
off his evil Habits, and by engaging or 
forwarding him in the Purſuit of Virtue; 
whether this is done by Inſtruction, Ad- 
Ro 22; _ 
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(12) 
monition, Exhortation, Reproof, good Ex- 
ample, or whatever other way: and thus 
we ſhew our good Will to his Soul. We 
are ſerviceable to him as to his Body, by 
preſerving him from any Hurt likely to 
þefal him, or aſſiſting him in the Recove- 
ry of his Health. We expreſs our Love to 


him likewiſe in relation to his Poſſeſſions, 


when we prevent his being unjuſtly de- 
priv'd of them, or help him in the obtain- 
ing his juſt Rights. As to what Love is 
ſhewn by K his Wants out of our 
Poſſeſſions, I ſhall have Occaſion to ob- 


ſerve when I ſpeak of thoſe good Works 
here recommended by the Apoſtle. We 


may alſo ſhew. our Love to our Neighbour, 
by the Aſſiſtance we give thoſe Who de- 
pend on him for his Care or Protection, or 
their Subſiſtance, or in whoſe Welfare he 
very much intereſts himſelf, © 


We have hitherto conſider'd the ſeve- 


ral Ways wherein our Love to our Neigh- 


bour will and may exert it ſelf as Oppor- 
tunities offer in his ſingle or private Ca- 
pacities, But as Mankind for multiplying 
or ſecuring the Conveniencies of Life have 


enter'd into Societies; where we belong 


to the ſame Society with others, our Love 
of our Neighbours will ſet us on ſo beha- 


— 


In) 
ving our ſelves that they may enjoy the 
8 — Ends propos d by being form'd into 
_ —— k — this yn be done 

ut by preſervi eace and good Agres- 
ment 2 far Do be among the Mo 
bers of the ſame Body, the Love of our 
Neighbour will: not only hinder us from 
fomenting Diviſions and Animofties, or 
by falſe Reports ſtirring up Quarrels and 
Jealouſies to the common Diſturbance and 
Ruin, but will likewiſe engage us in dif- 
couraging all falſe Rumours tending to 
exaſperate Mens Minds againſt one ano- 
ther, in removing groundleſs Fears and 
Suſpicions, in allaying unreaſonable Heats, 
and in reconciling and uniting others as 
far as we can, that all may enjey the Be- 
nefits of a general Peace and Unanimity 
among thoſe who are under the common 
Tye of belonging to the ſame Body Po- 
lick ieh hell 
Having given ſome Account wherein 
the Love of our Neighbour conſiſts, and 
in what Actions it will exert it ſelf, 1 
come now briefly to conſider ſome Mo- 
tives to excite us to the Diſcharge of this 


. 


Duty. 
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tho expreſs: Command of God that 5 


— hy — our Neighbour, and on Which 
he lays ſo much Streſs as not to allow 
that We can truly love God himſelf where 
e fail in this Duty of loving others; 


that: we have: the moſt noble, Inſtances 


of Love before us, in that Kindneſs and 
Beneficence ſhewn by God towards all 
his Creatures, and that under very great 
Prqvocations from many of them; and 
in that Love: towards ſinful Mankind in 
our bleſſed Saviour that made him cheer- 
fully take on him our Nature with its {e- 
veral Wants and Neceſſities, and at laſt 
ſubmit to the painful and ignominious 
Death of tlie Croſs to recangile us to his 
offended Father, and procure. Admiſſion 
for us into the Joys of Heaven ;/ and that 
he has made this Brotherly Love the great 
and diſtinguiſhing n au Character of 
1 true Duin 

11 might: dwell on 1 all; ahi: e 
tions, and they would be very noble Sub- 
jects for our Meditation, but as you have 
heard them ſo often preſt upon you, 1 
ſhall content my ſelf with having menti- 


ba'd them, and ſhall only preſs you to this 
Duty 


- 2 11 
Duty from bur very State and Condi 
in this Life being ſuch that mutual Love 
is abſolutely necellary to bur Bale and Hag 
AI here. 3} 4 = 74 112 2 5 Art | 


1008 


| 0413 10 to u 26 2334191 a8 
al Rien its 1s" @vidonely: « ſociable © Fans 
furniſh*d*With 'Speech'46 keep up Com. 
munication with others; and capable 
receiving great Advantages from Ne A 
ſiſta nee of others, and ds great Detriment 
from the” Hindrances they. can throw ii 
his Way. 80 that a "Freedom from ru. 
tual 'Hatret is neceſſary almoſt to our Kühl 
fiſting in in this World. The natural 
of Hatred is doing Injuries to. the Ferſon 
hated; and one who is thus unhappily the 
Object of -other Mens. Averſien is 
tually in Danger of ſuffering in his erden | 
or what belongs to him, farther than 23 
the Terror of Human Laus may re 
their Malice; and we ſee where Mer 
Päaſſions run high, the Fear of the Magi 
ſtrate is unable to ſecure thoſe hated event 
from Death. But what Laws can protect 
their Name from being blacken'd; their 
Perſon from being made odious or contet 
tible in the Sight of others by falſe Aſperſi- 
ons, or their Deſigns from being unjuſtly 
countermin'd ? Who can hinder them from 
meeting with Railings and -bitter Words 
and 
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and Reproaches? Or what Vigilance ce ig 


oe. 2 themſelves can ward off all 


e Attempts of a malicious Ene- 
And were this the Caſe of any Man 


33 et of moſt of thoſe about «Ag his 


Life muſt not be only uncomfortable, but 


unſafe too. But now as far as we indulge 
our. felves in bearing ill Will, and ſhewi 

it to others by Our injurious Words or Ai 
ons, we not only eccafion them ſo much 


Uneaſineſs, but we take a ſure way of 
fn g them to return Hatred — ill 


ſage to our ſelves, and bring the ſame 
double on our {elves that We labour .t to 
WY: others. 


bs But if we Gooſe all Hatred remov'd, 


and. that Mankind ſtood only in a State 
of Indiffereney towards one another, this 
would indeed ſecure to 1 8 2 
Rights, and they might ſafely ſu 
pe e another, but l they would want 
a great deal of that Aſſiſtance they are 
capable of giving one another towards ma- 
ng Life more commodious and happy. 
The could on that Bottom hope for no 
e from another, but What they 
could directly purchaſe by the Offer of an 


equal Kindneſs as much wanted by him 


we apply'd to. And this would very mark 


3 „ | 1 
leſſen the Number of good Offices we are 
able to do for one another, where we could 
hope * none but what we firſt ſaw we 
Wanted, and then were able to pay a pre- 
ſent Purchaſe for. And ſtill as under the 
prevailing Corruption of Mankind, there 
will be always thoſe whom their o.] 
Malignity of Temper, or the Advantages 
to be got by hurting us, or our fooliſh 
Provocations will make our Enemies, were 
the reſt of the World only in a State of 
Indifferency to us, we {ſhould in the main 
be left to ſtruggle with theſe our Adver- 
faries in our own Strength and Cunning; 
which muſt often turn to our great Da- 
mage, and always prove Matter of Diſ- 


. - 


quiet to us: 


But 'tis where Love and Friendſhip - 
reign, that a Man's Mind is fill'd with 
Comfort and Satisfaction; that he can 
be open and cheerful in his Converfati- 
on, without fear of being enſnar'd or 
prejudic'd by his Diſcourſe; that he can 
enlarge his Joys by communicating them 
to thoſe who can {hare in them; that 
he can leſſen his Sorrows by opening 
them to thoſe who will comfort him un- 
der them: It is then that he can depend 
oa the Aſſiſtance of others to help him 
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My 


ſtruggle with Adverſity, and in the moſt 


perplex*d Caſes can call in the additional 
Wiſdom ot his Friends to direct and lead 
him: He looks on their Affection as a 
Guard to his Perſon and Poſſeſſions, where 
his ſingle Power could not maintain them; 
on them he depends for doing juſtice to 
his Character when it is maliciouſly at- 
tack'd in his Abſence; and from the Sin- 
cerity of their Love to him eſteems their 
ſeveral Interefts. and Friendſhips as cen- 
tering in his Defence and Support : and 
from their Forwardneſs to help him he 
often receives thoſe Kindneſſes which he 
had neither Foreſight - nor Time to ask 


of them, and fox which he can hardly 


hope ever to make any other Retura than 
that of a grateful Acknowledgment. 


Theſe are the great and viſible Ad- 
vantages ariſing from the Love of others 
towards us. But 'tis in vain for us to ex- 


pect any ſuch Friendſhip from others, 
where we are wanting in Love on our 


fide. If we go on: hating and injuring 
others, we mult expect the Return ot 
the ſame Trearment from them. And 
*tis only by the Shew of Love and by 


good Offices as Occalions offer, that we 


can hope either to engage or retain the 


„ 

good Will of others towards us, from 
Which we have ſeen ſuch good Effects 
flow / both towards the Security and Com- 
fort of our Lives. 7: ante eh 


And if we go on to take a View of 
Mankind as form'd into Societies, here 
too we ſhall find that ſuch is the nature 
of thoſe Societies, that tis only by mu- 
tual Love and Agreement that they can 
ſubſiſt and flouriſh : and here I {hall chuſe 
to inſtance in Publick Governments, as 
being the moſt noble and neceſſary of all 
Societies, and. what all other inferior Bo- 
dies in their different Proportions reſemble 
and imitate, | 


Now the very Eſſence of States or Go- 
vernments conliſts in their being an Af- 
ſemblage of many ſingle Perſons uniting 
themſelves under the Direction of one Po- 
litical Will, whether that reſide in one 
Perſon or in more; and the Strength of 


every Government, by which it is to pre- 


vent either Injuſtice at Home, or reſiſt 
Violence from Abroad, is the joynt Aſ- 
ſiſtance every private Perſon gives to his 
Governors, to enable them to be ſuperior 
to wicked Men within the State, or to 
the Force of foreign Enemies, From 
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whence it neceſſarily follows, that ſo lo 
as any Political Society by Love and g 


Agreement keep their whole Force uni- 


ted under the Supreme Will, that Socie- 


ty has all the intrinſick e it is ca- 


pable of; and on the other hand, ſo far 
as any private Perſons withdraw their 
Aſſiſtance from the Publick, and ſow 
Jealouſies and Miſunderſtandings between 


the Prince and his Subjects, or promote 
Feuds and Animoſities, and create Par- 
ties and Factions in a Nation, ſo far 


they weaken that Government, and ren- 
der it leſs able to promote thoſe good 
Ends for which all Government is by 
God deſign'd. Nor will the Miſchief of 


ſuch Diſſenſions ſtop there, but as they 


increaſe will be {till ſpreading thro? the 
ſeveral Parts of the Adminiſtration, to 
the hindering or perverting Juſtice, and 
rendering the keeping good Order in all 
leſſer Bodies troubleſome and difficult. 
Whilf on the contrary, where-ever mu- 
tual Love and good Will flouriſh, where 
every one endeavours to maintain the Re- 
{ſpect due to his Superiors, and to pre- 
ſerve Peace and Quiet amongſt his Fel- 
low Subjects, there Honeſty and Induſtry 
are ſupported, the Government is enabled 


to puniſh the Evil-doer, and to praiſe and 


reward 


IP 


= 


(1) 
reward them that do well, it commands 
Love at Home, and is eſteem'd and fear'd 
Abroad. And certainly the Benefits 'we 
all reap from a ſettled and quiet Govern- 
ment are ſo great, that we are injurious 
to our ſelves, if we are wanting in our 
own Behaviour, or in the Influence we 
may have on others, by promoting an uni- 
verſal Love and Benevolence, to contri- 
bute to its Eſtablinment. 

1⁴%% ee 087-35 e 
I come now to the Second: Thing un- 
der this Head, to confider the good Works 
here recommended to our Practice by the 
| Apoſtle. K 2 1 37 os 13 OJ Cih4{ilih 

By good Works moſt probably is meant 
the relieving the Neceſſities of others out 
of our Subſtance, as the moſt eminent and 
difficult Effect of our Love to our Neigh- 


ö 0 © 


bour. It is in this Senſe the Words ſeem 


us'd 1 Tim. v. 10. where the Apoſtle in 
reckoning up the Qualifications of one to 
be admitted a Widow in the Church, 
takes notice of her being welt reported o 
For good Works, and by way of Explicati- 
on mentions her bringing up Children, lodg- 
ing Strangers, 23 the Saints Feet, and 


relieving the Afflicted, as the good Works 


he meant. And in the ſame Senſe the 
Words 
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Apoſtle bids Timothy charge them that are 
rich in this World that they be rich in good 
Works, and that by them he means Acts 


of Charity, we may ſee by the other Ex- 
preſſions joyn'd with it, chat they do god, 
amd be read ta diſtribute, willing to comm. 


| aAtcate. eien 


Now theſe good Works are a princi- 
pal Part of Charity, or the Love of our 
Neighbour ; but as they are a Part Men 
are tod generally willing to be excus'd, 
as counting what is thus given a dimi- 
miſhing to their own Wealth; and as 
Men had rather have the Love of their 
Neighbour conſiſt in good Wiſhes for 
them, or ſuch little Kindneſſes as coſt 
them nothing, the Apoſtle, to prevent any 


ſuch Miſtakes, When he is putting the 


Hebrews on provoking one another to Love, 
takes care to put them in mind of god 
Works too, © ET i, | 
The ſeveral Branches of theſe good 
Works are as various as the Bodily Ne- 
ceſſities of our Brethren : ſome of which 
labour under Sickneſs of Body, and others 
are diſtemper'd in their Minds; ſome be- 
cauſe of their tender Years are — 10 
+5] | ill 


= 


ſhift for themſelves , others through Old 

Age or long Infirmities are paſt 'ping 
themſelves, and a third fort thro” Idlene 
and vicious Habits are unwilling to fab- 
ſift themſelves : others again by -Loffes 
and Misfortunes are redue d from Ple 
to Want and Mifery, whilſt others have 
thro their whole Lives been hardly be- 
ſet by Poverty and Indigence. 


Now though the Methods of — 
and aſſiſting teveral of theſe be very dit- 
ferent , yet as the Care of others 


- 
. . 


be procur'd i” look ir who re- 
quire a peculiar Way anagement, it 
is in the Power of thoſe Who have Plen- 
ty to contribute out of or Subſtance 
to the ſupporting or amending 'any of 
theſe ; eſpecially where there are Bodies 
of Men united for procuring and dire&t- 
ing charitable Contributions and Endow- 
ments for the Benefit of thefe different 
_ forts of neceſſitous People. 


Again we may abound in good Works, 
where we are diligent in recommending 
the Wants of others we can't ſupply, to 
the Bounty of the Rich; or are ready 
to ſpend our Time and Pains in aſſiſting 
or comforting them, where our Circum- 

ſtances 


1 24 * 
ſtances are too narrow / to e ank wiclt 
our OCH 


But in all our pz”, Works we FRY | 
remember that = ought to flow from 
Love and Tenderneſs to our Neighbour, 
and be deſign'd for his Benefit _— the 
Glory of Gods. without having any am- 
bitious or vain-glorious View in them, 
or aiming at our private Intereſt by tliem: 
much leis ought they to be done or ma- 
naged for the promoting Heats and Par- 
ties, and to the Diſturbance of the Pub- 
lick Peace and Tranquility: and where 
any entruſted with the Management of 
charitable Endowments make them ſerve 
ſuch baſe Purpoſes, they are both injuri- 
ous to the Publick, and unfaithful Stew- 
ards of the. Charge committed to them. 


As to the Motives to theſe good Works, 
whatever Arguments there are to the Love 
of our Neighbour hold likewiſe tor our re- 
lieving him in his Wants aq, - to our 
Abilittes ; ſince if we truly love him we 


ſhall wal certainly ſympathize with him 
in his Affliction, and be forward to reſcue 
him out of it, for our own Sake, as well as 


I mi ight 


* enderneſs to him. 
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I might likewiſe mention, that God has 
pitch'd on theſe good Works as the Proof 
e expects we ſhould give of the Sincerity 

of our Love both of himſelf and our Neigli- 
bour: and the more to encourage us to a 
cheerful and liberal Contribution to the 
Neceſſities of others, has promis'd to be- 
come our Debtor himſelf, and amply to re- 
ward all ſuch our kind Offices to our Bre- 

thren. ei FL 


But I content my ſelf with hinting at 
theſe Conſiderations, and ſhall only farther 
obſerve, that we are but Stewards of what 
we poſſeſs, and that God has ſuffer'd this 
great Inequality of the good Things of this 
World, to give us an Opportunity of wiſely 
and juſtly diſpenſing out the Plenty he has 
beſtow'd on any of us. As he has abun- 
dantly provided for the comfortable Subſiſt- 
ance of his Creatures, and as he is the com- 
mon Father of them all, it cannot be his 
Intention that ſome of them ſhould periſh 
with Want, whilſt others are permitted to 
wallow in Luxury. But as he permits the 
Poor to be oppreis'd with Indigence to ex- 
erciſe their Patience and Reſignation to his 
Will, ſo has he bleſsd the Rich with Abun- 
dance to furniſh them with Opportunities 
9 lb; oro of 


\ 


%“ 
1 (RI. - 
of 'ſhewing their Love to their Fellow 
\ Crea ures : that by that Intercourſe of De- 
pendance and Aſſiſtance betwixt;. them 
they might be cemented into a good Agree- 
ment with one another. And where the 
Rich fail in relieving the Neceſſities of 
others according to their Abilities, they 
make a wrong Uſe of the Talents entruſt- 
ed them, and ſhall one Day give a. ſevere 
Account of ſuch their Unfaithfulneſs. 


Having now gone through the ſeveral 
Heads at firſt propos'd, I come to make 
ſome Application of what has been ſaid to 
the preſent Occaſion. l 


Theſe Anniverſary Meetings have been 
moſt wiſely inſtituted, to lay open to the 
World the good Effects of the generous 
Legacies of our Anceſtors and. the bountiful 
Contributions of the preſent Age towards 
the Relief of the Miſerable and Neceſſi- 
tous; and thereby to do Juſtice to the Me- 
mory of thoſe who have laid the Ground- 
work of theſe great Charities in a Courſe 
of ſome Generations, to be a, Check upon 
the preſent Managers to diſcharge with 
Prudence and Faithfulneſs the Truſt com- 
mitted to them, and to raiſe in others an 
Emulation to promote ſuch well _ 

| | Cha- 


ol 


L 
I 
] 


| | 2 45 
Charities by their 
Sonde and 


ture of Superſtition, or 


y | "bountiful Aſſiſtance: 

And as moft of thofe Hofpitals have been 
and ll augmented ſince the Ne. 
rination, they are a ſtanding Glory to the 
Proteſtant Religion profels'd amongſt ys, 
which is thus able to ftir up its Votaries to 
abound in Works of Mercy, without a M= 
Ire of Supe! 1, ( oli Conceits of 
metiting at the Hands of God. Nor can 
this great and wealthy City do it ſelf a 


greater Honour, than by increaſing in Cha- 


rity and Compaſſion to the Poor, as it in- 


erèaſes in Trade and Riches. This cer- 


tainly is the moſt proper Return can be 
made to God for bleſſing their Induſtry, 
and the ſureſt Way to have his Favour con- 
tinued to them. And to a truly confiderate. 
Man, the viſible Effects of a large and ex- 
tenſive Charity, afford a more agreeable 
Proſpect, and raiſe in him a much ere 
Efteem of the Perſons to whoſe Bounty 
ſuch Effects are owing, than the greateſt 
Profuſion of Wealth in Building and Fur- 
niture, in Pomp and Luxury. Theſe lat- 


ter may more dazle the Eyes of the weak 


and fooliſh Beholder, and may more ſooth 


the Pride and Vanity of too many Rich 


Men, but to one who is able to judge what 
belt ſhews a truly great and noble Diſpoſi- 
tion of Mind, nothing can ſo much recom- 
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mend à Perſon as large and well regulated 
Char ties; nor can any Magnificence of 


Living give a Man that ſolid Satisfaction 
as to reflect on his having been a kind 
and plentiful Benefactor to the indigent 
Part of Mankind. And there is one par- 
ticular Advantage in theſe great Societies 
for promoting Charity, beyond What is to 
be obtain'd in any private Alms of parti- 
cular Perſons, that under one united Ma- 
nagement, as in other Affairs, ſo likewiſe 
in Charity, thoſe Effects can be compaſs d, 

that the ſame Expence with disjointed La- 
bours; and when deriv'd into many leſſer 
Channels can never bring about: and 
there is a Concurrence of the Skill and 
Care of ſome, with the Purſes of others, 


to carry on the Publick Good. And what 


has been the Product of theſe united Ef- 
torts for the laſt Year you have laid be- 
fore you in the following Reports. 


Here, follow the Reports. 
You ſee in theſe ſeveral Endowments 


the lame Chriſtian Charity exerting it ſelf 
in Variety of Ways, according to the Va- 


riety of Neceſſities the Poor are expos'd to. 


In 


WEIL 


11 Gene of iba you ive ſuch poor 
0 hildren maintain'd and educated” ſo as 
to be made' Kee r= of being uſeful to 
themſelves and others, whoſe Parents were 
unable to take any ſuch Care of > am 
They are there brought up in the K 
ledge of the. Chriſtian Religion, rd g. to 
Diſcipline. and good Manners, and 55 
out partly to learned Profeſſions, * 
to 9 0 Trades, and partly 10 a | 
E to the Benefit of Shicl we and 
very much indebted for the Wealth and 
Strength of this Nation. And by this 
means ſomewhat is done towards bim 
ing the next Generation, by breeding them 
up in Virtue and Induſtry, who · Without 
ſuch charitable Aſſiſtance uſually prove. the 
moſt « corrupt ; and victous s Part of 190 


In others of them you dave Proviſion 
made for healing the Sick and Wounded, 
who, but for ſuch Help, muſt miſerably 
periſh, or elſe, by the Loſs of their Limbs, 
become a uſeleſs Burthen to their Count 
And what a Relief this muſt be to fuck! 
poor Families, whoſe Labour does but juſt 
{ubſiſt thera in the Time of their Health 
I need not mention. And I fear, were 
we to have a true Account of the State of 
the 
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the Poor about this ity, we | ſhould ind 


the Bills of .Mortality .increas'd. by 
Hundreds in a Year, who might have; 


or A 
had they but been ſupplyd IR corp 190 
Neceſfares in their I lock.” 3 PAs 


In another of theſe ar you 1 
thoſe confinꝰd and look d after. LN wal | 
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under. Madneſs and PiſtraCtion : A St; 
truly deplorable, 19 a 7870 3 pd 2 


of that Reaſon which ſhoul him in 
all his Affairs 1990 without: bo 7 ed 
would be miſchievous to himſel Or others; 
and to make his Condition re maſerable, 
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Care of by others of theſe Houſes, whoſe 


Miſery does not move Compaſſion 10 much, 


as e Vidiouſneſs require proper Corres 


Qian, and theſe are the Looſe: and Die” 
derly, the Pilferers and ſturdy Vagrants: | 
And in all good Governments it is as nece(- 


 fary, by — Puniſhments, by Stripes and 


hard Labour, to try to cure ſuch Perſons gf 
their ill Courſes, as to endeavour to remove 
the Wants or Diſeaſes of the Body. And 
Where theſe Methods of Severity og, 

they 
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ering by 


dations are willing to extend their Benefit as 

far as may be, they have ventur'd to launch 

out beyond their ſettled Income, in hopes 
hat the Contributions of well diſpos d Chri- 


urn 


ſtians Will ſupply any Deficiencies in their 


reſpective Funds: and it is the Buſineſs of the 
Day to excite your Bounty towards ſuch uſe- 

ful Undertakings. It is not for me to ſtate 
which of them ought.to have the Preference; 
and T ſhall eſteem my Pains well beſtow'd if 
it ſhall engage any one to lend his helping 
Hand to any of them. Some may be better 


acqua inted with the Wants of one of theſe 


Hoſpitals, than of theothiers; and ſome may 
be more affected with one Neceſſity and 
Miſery than another. The Innocency of 
Youth, and the Danger they are exposd to 
for want of good Education, may raiſe moſt 
Pity in ſome Breaſts; others may be more 
touch'd with the Groans of the” Sick and 
Wounded, a third may be more ſhock'd 
with the Ravings of a frantick Brain, whilſt 
another may be more bent on reclaiming 
the Idle and Diſſolute. Let every one * 
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God has bled with Abilities do as he finds 

| kimfetf dbb in his own Mind, Gir 

_ with a cheerful Heart and'a liberal H and. 
And to this we have ſeen there-is great va- 
riety of excellent Motives. God has plac'd 
Mankind in ſuch a Condition here below, 
that to our common pins lag Happineſs | 
we ought to love one another, and as we 
have Opportunities. abound in good Works. 
By ſuch Chatities you do Service bo your 
Country,raiſing up or reſtoring uſeful Mem- 
bers to it; you do Honour to this Fm City, 
when you endeavour to make it as much 
excel other Places in Bounty to the Poor, as 
it out-does them in Largeneſs and Wealth; 
you take off from that Envy which with too 
many attends the flouriſhing of Trade, when 
they Taal ſee ſuch large Portions of its Gain 
beſtow'd on ſuch pious Uſes; you recom- 
mend your holy Religion to the Eſteem! of 
Mankind ; you honour God by reſpecting 
his Image in the Neceſſitous, and by obey- 
ing his moſt eren Commands In a word, 
you take a moſt effectual Method to bring 
down on you his Favour in this and the next 
World. May theſe, and Whatever other 
Conſiderations your own Thoughts may 
ſuggeſt, fink fo deep into your Minds as 
powerfully to provoke you to Love, and to 
good Works. * KFH. 
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